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Khaled Hanafi and the President of the Jordan Chamber of Commerce Khalil Hajj Tawfiq discuss preparations for the

"Arab Businessmen and Investors Conference"

The Secretary-General of the Union of Arab Chambers,
Dr. Khaled Hanafi, met at the Union's headquarters
in Beirut with the President of the Jordan Chamber
of Commerce, Khalil Haj Tawfiq, during which
they discussed the ongoing preparations for the 20th
Conference of Arab Businessmen and Investors in
Amman, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, during
the period 18-19 October 2023, jointly organized by
the Union of Arab Chambers, the Jordan Chamber of
Commerce and the League of Arab States, and under the
high patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II, King
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Jordan's Hashemite
Summit, and prominent official participation from
Jordan and Arab countries, in addition to the ministries
and competent official authorities in the host country,
Arab countries, chambers of commerce, industry
and agriculture in the Arab world, joint Arab-foreign
chambers, Arab and foreign business owners and
investors, in addition to banks and financial institutions.
The President of the Jordan Chamber of Commerce
noted the importance of the Arab Business Owners and
Investors Conference, which will focus on identifying
the investment climate and environment, policies,
incentives, and modern legislation in Jordan and the
Arab countries to attract investments."

He considered that "what we are witnessing today
of the digital revolution has created new economies
and set new rules for markets, which requires all
Arab countries, especially the Arab private sector,
to rehabilitate its structure and take the reins of non-
traditional initiatives, as it owns transit boats to
accommodate this pivotal development,” stressing
"the importance of building on successful existing
experiences to overcome new challenges with the
exacerbation of inequality, and transforming Arab
countries from consumer societies to productive
societies, which will create abundant new and creative
opportunities for businessmen of the New generation."
He considered that "this event, which will include a
group of senior businessmen and economic thinkers
in the Arab countries, undoubtedly has a role in
crystallizing visions, ideas and projects that serve our
goals and orientations in supporting and strengthening
trade and economic relations between Arab countries,
and creating an economic trade bloc among them, a
goal and demand that has become more urgent than
ever."

For his part, the Secretary-General of the Union
welcomed at the beginning of the meeting the President
of the Jordan Chamber of Commerce Khalil Hajj
Tawfiq, praising the role he has played since assuming
the presidency of the Jordan Chamber of Commerce, in
order to enhance the role of the Jordanian private sector,
considering that "The Jordan Chamber of Commerce
is one of the chambers that have a prominent and
distinctive role within the Union of Arab Chambers, as
it is considered one of the influential chambers within
the Board of Directors of the Union, and is always keen
to work with all Arab parties in order to enhance Arab
economic integration efforts. In addition, the Jordan

Chamber of Commerce is an active player in Jordan
and has an active role in participating with public
sector institutions in formulating policies related to
trade and services sectors, including information and
communication technology and participating in the
development of strategies and plans necessary for
their implementation. It is also a contributor to the
development and promotion of trade and services,
including for SMEs."

The Secretary-General noted that the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan hosted the 20th session of the Arab
Businessmen and Investors Conference, under the
patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II, considering
that "the conference constitutes an important platform
for enhancing the reality of inter-Arab investments, in
addition to attracting foreign investments, as Jordan
and the Arab countries have important elements to
attract huge investment projects in various sectors,
whether in the technological sectors, or in the energy,
agriculture, renewable energy, tourism sector and other
sectors.”" Vital Strategy".

Hanafi pointed out that "the next stage of economic
cooperation between Arab countries must go beyond the
concept of traditional trade and investment exchange,
until it reaches the stage of strategic alliance, through
the real preparation for the establishment of the customs
union and the unification of standards for goods and
services, which will increase the competitiveness of
Arab countries and economic superiority."

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)



wdll” usll gyl Al Z)lill Adhig jlb) 4 Ligll pSlji Jga Awsll Jgall dsgly g Augsll il bl Gy ASyidy Joc g
"Cilaqillg

"LG_LLI

Al Jsall daals (8 oY) Lol 3 )ly) Sl
\MMUJAJM\L@_@@@M@A@\%J}M\
Caa' gﬂ\uﬂ\ap\aJhﬂ\mJ&\@w\é\}
cbac\ﬂ\d}ﬂ\uua)\;ﬁ\);)u‘_gw\é\}duhehm
Aaaliy) ol Haall Jeadl Ay ) 8 g 4l LS o Jadl (< Leanlaii g
o Jaxy LS | gune aly S0 dudliil) 5 jall 3y e g kil 8
A pal) Jsall el e A giall 58 ol S 52
T o a0 o gl o sty Boadl it S o
"W\é\}\mdm
MLMELS;YJALSX\M\GJ:m@@\é\f"u\ulhyj
?.;Ab.lb).l?h‘)!\ \.@AJA das;.v}d).\ﬁ\ MJ):J\ bJAj\ b)\;.ﬂ\
d.ma_aua)a‘\;h\j ‘;L.ac\}[\ d}ﬂ\u.ué\.\.uﬂ\ M):J\ aJ\A.\]\
clac Yl Jgall c.daluﬂd!m) Al Glaba®@y) yu Jal&all
@w\x\}&wajuﬁ|bdmy‘}dw\M‘é\d@u‘
Ayl Jsall @LN.LA\?S\ R.M|UAS.\JJJS dskid) )LL\
Nl -‘-U)ﬂ‘ dm)uusﬂd;aﬂ‘ B to Jganll climcl)
(G zlall Qi Y1 8 )lad A (ut) gl Algs (e
O L Y50 s i e J8 Y Ly 2 st A all Jall” ()
}A\Yd‘.\ﬂ\dﬁu&ud)?\ JJHM‘%Y‘ U\.\S,\:\\
sl aaa o Cpn B e D se Y 50 Jlle 4 Ay L siu
@}wmjku@ammu\)mytm\}uu)d\w\
LlS Al dsall Lem s (A A paal) Bl sally laie 8 Lo
GJIAJ\JAM\@U}JMUA@JA\):
Muﬂb@&d&ﬂm\@&\yw L;\ d.\ﬂ}iclal\ Lcaj
G Jpa ) Laal cay o Sl A jall 5 jall 5l dslata
oJ\A.a J"JA" 4_:913.\‘}( dALSl\ d.uu.d\) “_s_s)ﬂ\ é)AL“ .J\A.\‘}“
aadia ¢"dasliall 5 aa s Cile Yl jiad 4l 5y ol 5 ccilaasl)
A Adee B 2 all paldll &LL:S]\ Ad ca" Je
4_\.1‘):.]\cJLﬂ\MJdMGSML»\&yoJMM4J\Jﬂ\
lia glaall A aS) ) JAUA (e elld 5 ¢ gabaiBY) Jalsall g i)

Zaala) Aalall ALY a0 glall 5481 5500 2 el ol alat) o
@}M‘" e hald (e @S jida dae Ad 5l el J 53l
uw\wwuwﬂ\uﬂuwﬁm72023@Ju
Akall Caall e (nfiee Jeall Ry B QLS By g
c&u}.\d\}o‘).\,..aﬂ u\S).J\jua\AM &M\L;.‘MJ M.ujd\
w\(,sudt_u@um\ ;\J.muj\a\aha‘iu

sl ale cpal ¢ Jaanll m” Juel Jsaa Jede & Ll
O p ) et M\L;\Jl.ula‘@nﬂl; siSal) Ayl G gl
o S ) iy paill (mdd v o Gy el Jsall 2sen pla
Juldals allia J) 5 Y (g Sl ay jall 3 jall s jlaill dshaia )
AS el ye ulall Sl ye 51 e alaall HST o g
"MJ,J\ 4.\)1;.\3\ UYJM\L)AM‘@SOFGL’JGJ‘
)A.IS‘ Al gla alddil g chuY‘ dSLm Al u\ el
a_abal..al\ Al aal iy ool s gl ) (5B
djﬂ\ O MJ\A.\]\ CAEdR) ).1):.\ 4;\}.\ Lfd‘ t_ﬂ.u;.\]\ (,A
25 cilllie JLeSiuly £ )uY) Laal" e lasde My yall
s@uﬁ,ﬂ\ub@w\)ﬂﬁ)ﬁ}&&ﬁﬁ‘@)ﬂ‘bﬂ\b};.\nw
ol o 3o 5 Apall] dad Judls skl gad ansill
M) A pall 5 Ll 3 5eil 5 Saaiall A4 52

Aal glaldl e cglladll 35S daa @l ghaa a1 Jd;
}F@\yd\}yg\uuﬁd\wuahﬂ\dmé‘um
OJ.LA o}.‘n; d\s.u\}\ d;\ ) cé\.u.\.ﬁ\ 4.\.\):1\ oJ\AJ\ 8‘5
L‘Lssﬁdwj“\‘s)"““‘nu)’i‘d}‘n-"JJ)“sS)‘d‘JIA"\“
NgbaBy) Jalsill g a5yl ) d}mjl\qu
@b}pmu)ﬂ\djmu\wgﬂé‘: A e
JJ\AJ ‘_s.ﬂ‘ GJJJJY\ .JIA.!\” d.m fj.:l\ MLQ ‘\.!JLA.\S\ “ s
ot S ) & 70 253 ailaly (g adll ol aas
15&\1Ogjh)5myw\4_ufj\a)bd\end\}u
O 45 a5 g aSliad le ae 43 )lally Jiiia o8 ) 8 g 40l
Lo A ol Jalall 3o jail Alla ) jaa g Cila gia (e A yall



D) e G AEEY) Cangd das pliall daa ALY
Az padl Olalil (s 4 5SIY)
(Frad) il Al Jaaall

\§
WY

gealal) y pmy ) Rl b le Jaall a5 s
M) 5 el }}ﬂ rmm\

Aduadtl) u\)mnwo;my\jw\esu \A.md.ulmwi_a
JS}s&}ﬁ\wﬂ\aﬂ‘cJM\MJ&\uﬁMdh‘sﬁ
b S Lkl il (n L 55 1 iyl g el 0K
@um\é;‘w\m)}

L}AEJG:\MY\A&A&@U@N\ M\émuugcﬁ\)w A
d;m\ijagus\gm M\w\é\)\m
e Alicadill ) jraall (ge 3alELLY) g Ay yall dj.\”uﬁg‘)\;ﬂ‘
JMJSMM\E,S\}\LA@MLJM\GJ; }.A\LALM 2
L;ﬂ\}cd).\g\é.u)’d\a)ﬂ\a)\;ﬂ\&uuﬁ;w\ﬂdjﬂ\uu
Y'AJL}A} il Ay jall o)\;.ﬂ\rau.\¢u.uwé\da}w
;Las‘zf\uﬂ\d}qﬂmu)ﬂwmf

aSI i e (et lad Gl jladl Juail g il glaadl Jols 3
L)
@w\é\}dhgﬂ\djﬁw\u\}ﬂ\ujsu)d\ il
o Ayl djj\u.u&)\;_d\ Jalatll et gyt A8las) )
Leale Bailall 323081 5 ¢ pole 48l Jia g ,a0 cildli) ) 8
dd.ulmc\);

sl sailall i gill 5 el 5 Landd) 580 55 Tase Jga o sl 300 5 -
A& Jla A paldll 5 aladl (e Uadll
Mé\}\mduMwJ\uhM\juaﬂ\mm-
&LL:AMW}M\é\f&éﬁ&d}ﬂ\)}ddﬁd&jmm-
Al o ja Aliadill Gl jaall (e alEWY) e Galdldl
EJM\&L&A@&L'A‘L‘Y\ :\_u):d\ djﬂ\u.uujl.aﬂ\ )-’,)"j'
_w\@‘)ﬂ.\@‘)w\e;;odhjedw}d}ﬂ\wﬂ\DJAJ\
UJLQMUA\
}MM&J\&.\B}JM\MJ}JJAL;PM\&\c)L.uY\)J;J
cetin AR gl Hlad) atnals Miae "y jall Gl alasl" oy
345l Leasst e DIRECT VENTURES 48,45




Joint workshop between the Union of Arab Chambers and the League of Arab States on the accumulation of origin
within the framework of the Greater Arab Free Trade Area "Opportunities and Challenges"

The Union of Arab Chambers, in partnership and cooperation
with the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States,
organized a joint workshop, on the sidelines of the conference
"Social Responsibility of the Private Sector and its Role in
Sustainable Development" on 18-7-2023 at the headquarters of
the Union of Arab Chambers in the Lebanese capital, Beirut. The
workshop was attended by representatives of the Qatari-Arab
Chambers, representatives of the private sector and SMEs, as
well as regional experts in the field of origin accumulation.
Speaking at the beginning of the workshop's agenda, the
Secretary-General of the Union of Arab Chambers, Dr. Khaled
Hanafi, pointed out that "despite the success of the efforts of Arab
countries in terms of reducing tariffs within the framework of the
Greater Arab Free Trade Area, greater efforts are still needed
to overcome the unfavorable impact of non-tariff measures that
cover about 50 percent of Arab trade exchanges."

He considered that "the similarity of production structures, low
levels of economic diversification, high shipping costs, and low
export competitiveness are the most important challenges facing
the strengthening of trade relations between Arab countries,"
stressing "the importance of accelerating the completion of
the requirements for the implementation of the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area, promoting intra-Arab investments, moving
towards developing regional value chains, and benefiting from
distinguished international experiences to promote inter-Arab
trade."

He said: There are great serious steps required of the Arab
countries to be implemented, in order to get rid of the obstacles
that still face the enhancement of the reality of intra-Arab trade,
in order to move step by step towards the customs union, passing
through the Arab common market, and then later reaching the
union and economic integration."

He pointed out that "although the Arab countries preceded
important economic blocs today, such as the European Union,
which exceeded the volume of trade exchange between its
countries within the limits of 70 percent, but unfortunately the
volume of intra-Arab trade does not exceed the limits of 10

to 15 percent, which is a small number compared to what the
Arab countries possess and store of the enormous assets and
capabilities to enhance trade exchange among themselves.".

The Director of the Economic Integration Department at the
League of Arab States, Dr. Bahjat Abu Al-Nasr, delivered a
speech in which he addressed the importance and advantages
of activating the principle of accumulation of origin within the
framework of the Greater Arab Free Trade Area, "as the application
of accumulation of origin contributes to promoting trade among
member countries and better regulating it, as it provides a better
view of the productive capacities in the region and enhances the
competitive advantage of each member country. It also works
to encourage small and medium enterprises to export to Arab
countries by providing incentives and opportunities that can be
made available by activating the principle of accumulation of
origin."

He pointed out that "the accumulation of origin helps to fully
implement the provisions of the Greater Arab Free Trade Area
and achieve its most important goal of increasing the volume
of intra-Arab trade among member states, and providing
opportunities to deepen integration among Arab economies, so
that member states can reach effective application and benefit
greatly from the rules of origin within the framework of the
region. The importance of accumulation of origin also lies in
giving Arab member states a better position in global supply
chains."

For his part, the President of the Jordan Chamber of Commerce,
Khalil Haj Tawfiq, explained that "Arab countries import at
least one trillion dollars annually from foreign countries, while
Jordan, for example, imports 4 billion dollars annually worth
foodstuffs, while the volume of intra-Arab trade is modest for
many considerations, including what is political and some of
which is related to customs barriers imposed by countries, all
of which are factors that limit the enhancement of the reality of
trade exchange."

Hajj Tawfiq called for "speeding up the completion of all
requirements for the implementation of the Greater Arab Free



Trade Area, the most important of which is access to the Arab
Customs Union, the full activation of the Agreement on the
Liberalization of Trade in Services, and the development of
the dispute settlement mechanism, monitoring and follow-up,"
stressing that "the Arab private sector must be involved in the
decision-making process, as a key partner in achieving and
developing intra-Arab trade and economic integration. This is
done by involving it in trade negotiations and in the stages of
work to develop the legislative and regulatory environment that
supports the liberalization of intra-regional trade.

The workshop aimed to raise awareness among representatives
of the private sector of the importance of applying the principle
of accumulation of origin and benefiting from preferential
advantages if activated within the framework of the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area:

1. Raising awareness among representatives of the private sector
of the importance of benefiting from the principle of accumulation
of origin stipulated in the Agreement on the Facilitation and
Development of Trade Exchange among Arab Countries, and
benefiting from the preferential advantages granted if applied.

2. Highlighting the importance of effectively applying the
principle of accumulation of origin among the member states of
the Greater Arab Free Trade Area, which will lead to upgrading
the volume of intra-Arab trade, and thus achieving more welfare
for the Arab member states.

3. Exchange of information and best practices regarding the
principle of accumulation of origin.

4. Identify the practical experiences of countries that apply the
accumulation of origin within the framework of the Agreement
on the Facilitation and Development of Trade Exchange among
Arab Countries, or within the framework of other agreements
such as the Agadir Agreement, and the benefit accruing to them
as a result of its application.

- Raising awareness about the principle of accumulation of
origin, its importance and the benefits to the public and private
sectors if activated.

- Identify the main opportunities and challenges for the
application of the principle of accumulation of origin.

- Discuss and define the role of states in applying the accumulation
of origin and encourage the private sector to benefit from the
preferential advantages as a result of its activation.

- Enhancing cooperation among the Arab member states of the
Greater Arab Free Trade Area and thus increasing the volume of
intra-Arab trade.

F

Cooperation Agreement

It is worth noting that during the workshop, a cooperation
agreement was signed between the "Union of Arab Chambers"
represented by its Secretary-General, Dr. Khaled Hanafi, and
DIRECT VENTURES, represented by its CEO, Mr. Mohammed
Al-Sabbah, where the agreement aims to strengthen the
framework of cooperation between the two sides, spread the
culture of the digital economy and promote e-commerce among
Arab countries.

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)




